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Executive summary

I expect to see a significant global economic slowdown in the next 12 months, with a high chance of a recession 

around this time next year. I’m not concerned whether we see back-to-back negative quarters; a recession is 

defined as a significant slowdown in aggregate demand, which is highly likely in the next year in my view. While I 

believe the direction is set, the pace and severity will remain very policy-dependent. The primary driver of the slowdown is what I 

am calling a “geopolitical recession” (term borrowed from Eurasia Group) that is creating a permanent state of endemic 

uncertainty and instability in the global political economy. It is a shift from four decades of increasing globalization to one of 

deglobalization and collapsing global governance. The escalation in the global tech and trade wars will drive a decoupling of 

global supply chains and significantly lower economic growth. I expect the negative impact on earnings to be significant, as 

decades of increasingly complex interconnectivity cannot be unwound without unintended consequences.

Monetary policy cannot undo the trend. It may cushion the impact but cannot reverse it. For a decade, monetary policy has been 

the solution to financial tightening-driven slumps, and hence all backward-looking correlation algorithms will buy the U.S. Federal 

Reserve (the “Fed”). They forget 2007 when the reason the Fed was cutting interest rates was because the economy was tipping 

over. The market bought that one, too. It did not end well.

This is not just about U.S.-China trade. China’s economy was already slowing from deleveraging efforts aside from trade, and 

while we expect further policy easing will offset a drastic slowdown, the Chinese are not looking for a big reacceleration. Europe 

and Japan cannot drive global growth as they are merely warrants on global trends with limited ability to set an independent 

direction. Add in Brexit and Italian/populist movements and Europe is also a contributor to the geopolitical recession concept. It is 

not just the U.S., its president and China. It is the new global normal.

As rates everywhere go to zero, investors who require a positive real return will ultimately have to own more risk assets, and with 

rates in the 0–2% range, a price-to-earnings (P/E) range of 15–20+ makes sense. The reason for our cautious positioning today is 

that I expect to see a significant market correction as earnings estimates for 2020 get slashed. That would be a time to buy.

The takeaway from a geopolitical recession is that elevated political uncertainty will drive slower economic growth, lower earnings 

and elevated market volatility. Active allocation through the cycle with a strong understanding of potential policy outcomes will be 

required. The past decade has been all about monetary policy. Today you need to add fiscal, trade, technology and geopolitical 

policies into your repertoire.

The geopolitical events in May 2019 have caused me to become more structurally bearish on the global and U.S. economic 

outlooks than I have been in a decade. With markets drifting complacently at all-time highs, Signature Global Asset Management 

has shifted its fund positioning to a defensive stance, with lower equity exposures and higher bonds, cash and gold weights 

across the portfolios.

Winter is coming. My 2019 target for the S&P 500 Index was 3000. We are there. Fade the rally, watch the policy space, watch the 

hard data, watch earnings announcements. Buy risk assets when investors fear winter will never end, not when they see sunshine 

in Fed invincibility.

Read the full version of Mr. Brodeur’s outlook for the third quarter of 2019.
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Sources: Bloomberg L.P., World Bank and Signature Global Asset Management, as at July 8, 2019.

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMERS

The opinions expressed in the communication are solely those of the author and are not to be used or construed as investment 

advice or as an endorsement or recommendation of any entity or security discussed. Individuals should seek the advice of 

professionals, as appropriate, regarding any particular investment. Investors should consult their professional advisors prior to 

implementing any changes to their investment strategies.

The contents of this piece are intended for informational purposes only and not to be used or construed as an endorsement or 

recommendation of any entity or security discussed. The information should not be construed as investment, tax, legal or 

accounting advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. Individuals should seek the advice of professionals, as 

appropriate, regarding any particular investment. Investors should consult their professional advisors prior to implementing any 

changes to their investment strategies. These investments may not be suitable to the circumstances of an investor. Some 

conditions apply.

The author and/or a member of their immediate family may hold specific holdings/securities discussed in this document.  Any 

opinion or information provided are solely those of the author and does not constitute investment advice or an endorsement or 

recommendation of any entity or security discussed or provided by CI Investments Inc.

Certain statements contained in this communication are based in whole or in part on information provided by third parties and CI 

Investments Inc. has taken reasonable steps to ensure their accuracy. Market conditions may change which may impact the 

information contained in this document.

Certain statements in this document are forward-looking. Forward-looking statements (“FLS”) are statements that are predictive in 

nature, depend upon or refer to future events or conditions, or that include words such as “may,” “will,” “should,” “could,” “expect,” 

“anticipate,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” or “estimate,” or other similar expressions. Statements that look forward in time or include 

anything other than historical information are subject to risks and uncertainties, and actual results, actions or events could differ 

materially from those set forth in the FLS. FLS are not guarantees of future performance and are by their nature based on 

numerous assumptions. Although the FLS contained herein are based upon what CI Investments Inc. and the portfolio manager 

believe to be reasonable assumptions, neither CI Investments Inc. nor the portfolio manager can assure that actual results will be 

consistent with these FLS. The reader is cautioned to consider the FLS carefully and not to place undue reliance on FLS. Unless 

required by applicable law, it is not undertaken, and specifically disclaimed that there is any intention or obligation to update or 

revise FLS, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.
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